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CLAIMS 



1 . Process for the remote deactivation of at least one decoder for 
5 accessing multimedia digital data, which is provided by a service operator, the 

decoder having a unique identifier known to the operator, the process 
comprising a step which consists in the operator sending, through a 
communication network linking the decoder to the operator, a destruction 
command for destroying all or part of the software embedded in the decoder, 
10 said destruction command being addressed to the decoder with unique identifier 
specified by the operator. 

2. Process according to Claim 1, wherein the communication network 
used to send the destruction command is a bidirectional network. 

15 

3. Process according to Claim 2, wherein the destruction command is 
sent only to the decoder to which it is addressed. 

4. Process according to Claim 1, wherein the communication network 
20 used to send the destruction command is a monodirectional network. 

5. Process according to Claim 4, wherein said monodirectional 
communication network is the network for broadcasting the data from the 
operator to all the decoders and wherein said destruction command is sent to all 

25 the decoders with the data broadcast by the operator. 

6. Decoder for accessing multimedia digital data, comprising an 
eraser software module suitable for erasing all or part of the software 
embedded in said decoder when the decoder receives a destruction command 

30 which is addressed to it. 

7. Decoder according to Claim 6 comprising a module for initializing 
the decoder intended for verifying the integrity of the embedded software and, in 
the event of negative verification, for downloading new software, wherein said 

35 initialization module is furthermore suitable for verifying that a part at least of the 
software embedded in the decoder has not previously been erased by the 
eraser module, said initialization module verifying the integrity of the embedded 
software only when no part of the software has previously been erased. 
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8. Decoder for accessing multimedia digital data possessing a unique 
identifier, comprising an eraser software module suitable for erasing all or part 
of the software embedded in said decoder when the decoder receives a 
destruction command containing said unique identifier. 

5 

9. Decoder according to Claim 8 comprising a module for initializing 
the decoder intended for verifying the integrity of the embedded software and, in 
the event of negative verification, for downloading new software, wherein said 
initialization module is furthermore suitable for verifying that a part at least of the 

10 software embedded in the decoder has not previously been erased by the 
eraser module, said initialization module verifying the integrity of the embedded 
software only when no part of the software has previously been erased. 

10. Decoder according to one of Claims 6 to 9, wherein the eraser 
15 module erases a software module embedded in the decoder with each receipt 

of a new destruction command addressed to the decoder. 

1 1 . Decoder according to Claim 10, wherein the software modules of 
the decoder are erased in the following order: 

20 - the access control module first, 

- the user interface module second, and 

- the audio/video decoding module third. 
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